By: Anne Sondereon

Regidents of Rama eon-
tinue 10 break ground as the
frst Cenadian citizens (o
partictpate i an  odor-
testing program that could

¢ used as a madsl across
the country, On Wednes-
day. April 16 about 20 peo-
ple took ﬁn in a waining
session which will prepare
them for a E2-month 1eating
sesgion aimed at analyzing
the level of odor that is be-
ing cmitted from the hag
bams in that community.

The 12sts are being spun-
sored by the Spint Creck
Watershed Committes
{(SCWC), which serves as a
nublic watchdog for the
Rema hog bam operalions.
Although this is phase two
of the odor testing program,
this step is receiving coums
wy-wide recognition as the
first study to combine data
submitted by the regidents
with scientific isformatioa
buscd on accurate disper-
sion models.

The medels were devei-
oped at the University of
Sasknwbewan by Sas-
katchewan researchet,
Ruiging Gue. Gua's team
has developed a fornmila ta
analyze odor diskibution,
frequency, intemsity, dura-
tiont and offensivencss and
document how much and
hew often odor is actually
being  emimed from (e
bagms.

Wednesday's  waining
session was a good example
of the detiled process of
using hymen noses as sci-
enlific instuuients. Most af
the fime was spent training
the parmicipants  how 1
raeasure  thelr sonse  af
small. This will help to in-
crzase the accuracy of the
smet! tests done throughout
the year, as evervome will
be uging the same bascline
to record the level of odor
coming fTom the bamns.

In an interview on Thuis-
dav. Aprl 17, SCWMC
Chairman Don Walters told
The MNews thnt residents
vere given different dilu-
tions of & non-paisonous
chernical solutien used in
pant They were then re-
quired 10 rato the samply
ffom | o 1§ for intonsiny
and test their own dcawracy
by checking thar anse
againsl the mumber un the

bottom of the torle, The

exercise, which is called
“calitvating  their  noses”
heips to get evervone on the
same wavelengh when it
cames b0 odor intsosity.
Walters said that  during
plase one of the profect
which waz conducied this
pust year it was amazing
how well e participants
vaught on o the system.
Many of the resuls showing
very close comparisons.

Celor hues were also
wsed ro demohsiate ingen-
sity. In much the same
fashion as the gmell-tosting
residents were  asked 1w
guess the stremath of the
hue and dien determine how
close they were. by chack-
ing the comect answerss on
the back of the color sam-
ple.

Residents wil be re
quired to secord Lhs inten-
sity, duration, character,
date and time of ador ogcue-
rences The infonmation will
be recorded on forms which
wilf he collected a1 the end
of the testing period which
it slated fur Aprif, 2004,

Fhe information provided
by the residents will be used

An eonjunction with otier

scientific dma being col-
lected during Gie same tivie-
peried. Filtars will be ased
to take odor samples from
the exhausi fans 2t the hog
bamms and the  lagoons. |
which will then he semt
awdy fur scientific analysis.
© The vormittes also plana
to hire twe Unasal rangers”
to drive around and assees
the adew fion the bams
during a 2U-week interyal,
As the 123y will he iaken at
varyiny disinces from the
barns. the rangers will be
required v wear masks to
ensure vhat the culibration
of thzir nose 15 not affected
by fresh air belween loca-
tons.

Wa'ters said that
SCWMT will be cantacling
other ehizible residents this
waek, He said that at leas
15 additional puoople are
siceded (o give an overal
vizw of the situation, how-
over i* 1y hoped thar many
more residents will take an
fn'erast.



